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ABSTRACT: [von alter s

SOVONly=two years of India attainine Independence frofm
British rule, posteoionial hangovaor J

. on Indians persists, It has resulted in the
;r?:;lg'; :;lmv(;)l::(;us“ollil.udt)s and behaviour om[mg Indians. One such exarnple
4 > UsSIng English with very young children and young adults whose

st Iongungo 'S an Indian language. This tendency is also becoming increasingly
Predominant in Odisha. one can see young parents in shopping malls, parks,
cinema halls, restaurants, schools and public places conversing with their children
and YoUNng adults in English. Children in schools and colleges, whose mother
tongue is Odiq, prefer to talk to e

i ach other in Hindi and English. The phenormenon
Whécg; Was limited to upper classes of the Indian society is now percolating to the
mi

: e classes as well. My paper will explore the reasons for the tendency of urban,
elite

people in Odisha choosing to talk in languages like English and Hindi in public
piaces, though they might choose to speak in Odia at home.

'he purpose of my research is to find out the reasons behind the phenomenon of
Odia-speaking people drifting away from using their mother tongue. | have used the
~Survey method to find my results. Questionnaires were distributed to academicians,
“language experts, sociologists and psychologists, policymakers and language users

- for analysis of results. | have also done archival research for this paper. The following
~ questions were included in the questionnaire:

~ Is Hindi displacing English and gaining the power and position of English in
Odisha today?

' iy!Anyis Hindi seen as a language alternative to English for Odia speakers?

some people of Odisha still perceive themselves inferior if they use their
ther tongue?

much younger generation Odias oblivious to the use of the Odia
-reading/ writing?

,kce'jved threat to Odia language getting marginalised, due to the
hce of Hindi and English?

uage, English, Hindl, Reading, Writing

- [81]
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