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SEMINARS/CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS/WEBINARS
CONDUCTED BY DEPARTMENT OF BIOTECHNOLOGY

. Event: National Conference

. Title of the Event : National Conference on Translational Biotechnology : Innovation
for societal impact

. Date & Duration: 20™ - 21° February, 2026

. Objective/Motivation of the Event:

The conference aimed to provide a multidisciplinary platform for scientists, academicians,

researchers, and industry professionals to deliberate on recent advances in translational

b

iotechnology and their applications in agriculture, healthcare, environmental sustainability,

and industrial innovation. It sought to promote the translation of fundamental research into

practical solutions, foster industry—academia collaboration, and encourage innovation,

entrepreneurship, and policy-driven approaches for societal impact.
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Theme of the Event: Translational Biotechnology: Innovation for Societal Impact
Funding Agency:

Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF)

Odisha State Higher Education Council (OSHEC)

Science & Technology Department, Government of Odisha

. Funds Received (In Rs.): Rs. 7.6 Lakhs

. Technical Session (Details)

i. No. of Technical sessions conducted: 05

Title of the Technical sessions:

Translational Agriculture for Food Security

Translational Biotechnology in Healthcare & Societal Wellbeing
Industrial Biotechnology & Circular Bioeconomy

Translational Biotechnology for Environmental Sustainability

Startups, Policy, and Innovation Ecosystem in Biotechnology

Chairperson of the technical sessions:

Dr. Meenakshi Munshi — Former Advisor, Department of Biotechnology (DBT),

Government of India

Prof. Jagneshwar Dandapat — Vice Chancellor, Utkal University, Bhubaneswar



¢ Dr. Ranjan K. Nanda — Scientist, ICGEB (International Centre for Genetic Engineering
and Biotechnology), New Delhi

e Prof. Chandi Charan Rath — Vice Chancellor, Rama Devi Women’s University,
Bhubaneswar

e Prof. Sasmita Mohanty — Director (R & D) and Dean, Faculty of Science, Rama Devi

Women’s University, Bhubaneswar

Resource persons (Details):

Technical Session I

e Prof. Y. Sreelakshmi (University of Hyderabad)

e Dr. Satyendra Mangrauthia (ICAR-IIRR, Hyderabad)
e Dr. Kutubuddin Ali Molla (ICAR—CRRI, Cuttack)

e Dr. Jogeswar Panigrahi (Berhampur University)

e Dr. Gopal Choudhary (KIIT University, Bhubaneswar)
Technical Session 11

e Dr. Ranjan K. Nanda (ICGEB, New Delhi)

e Prof. Baibhaswata Nayak (AIIMS, New Delhi)

e Dr. Amol Suryawanshi (BRIC-ILS, Bhubaneswar)

e Dr. Asis Bala (IASST, Guwahati)

e Dr. Saroj Kumar Das (KKS Women’s College, Odisha)

Technical Session 111

e Dr. Bhaskar Bhadra (Reliance Industries Limited, Mumbai)
e Dr. Shunmugavel Saravanamurugan (BRIC-NABI, Mohali)
e Dr. Sukanta Sekhar Bhattacharya (JIS University, Kolkata)

Technical Session IV

e Dr. Sanjukta Subudhi (TERI, New Delhi)

e Dr. Kumar Pranaw (JNU, New Delhi)

e Prof. Visakha Raina (KIIT University, Bhubaneswar)
e Dr. Naveen K. Dhal (CSIR-IMMT, Bhubaneswar)



Technical Session V (Startups & Policy)

e Dr. Mrutyunjay Suar (KIIT-TBI, Bhubaneswar)
e Dr. Bijay Kumar Sahu (NRDC, Govt. of India)

e Dr. Pawan Kumar (CSIR-IMMT, Bhubaneswar)
e Prof. Prosenjit Mondal (IISER Berhampur)

e Dr. Neera Singh (ProCyto Labs, Bhubaneswar)

Panel Discussion: Bridging the Gap — From Biotech Research to Societal Solutions

10.

11.

e Dr. Namrata Mishra (BCKIC, Bhubaneswar)

e Dr. Bhaskar Bhadra (Reliance Industries Limited, Mumbai)

e Dr. Sashi Kanta Dash (Science & Technology Department, Govt. of Odisha)
e Dr. Nivedita Jena (DBT-ILS Bioincubator, Bhubaneswar)

Participants Details (Indicate Numbers only)

i. Scientists/Faculty/Members of industry: 30
ii. Ph. D. Scholars: 30

iii. Students: 178

Outcomes of the Event:

The conference commenced with an inaugural session graced by Prof. Dipshikha
Chakrabortty, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, as the Chief Guest and Keynote
Speaker. In her address, she highlighted emerging trends in biotechnology research and
emphasized the importance of translational approaches in addressing critical challenges in
healthcare and the environment. She encouraged young researchers to pursue innovative
and interdisciplinary research that can be translated into tangible societal benefits.

Technical Session I (Translational Agriculture for Food Security) showcased advances
in biofortification, genome editing, and plant stress biology, including CRISPR-based crop
improvement and metabolic engineering approaches, reinforcing the role of biotechnology

in food security and nutritional enhancement.



Technical Session II (Translational Biotechnology in Healthcare & Societal
Wellbeing) highlighted progress in disease diagnostics, host—pathogen interactions, and
clinical proteomics, including applications such as liquid biopsy and metabolic regulation
in infectious diseases, emphasizing biotechnology’s role in precision medicine and early
diagnosis.

Technical Session III (Industrial Biotechnology & Circular Bioeconomy) focused
on synthetic biology, catalytic bioprocessing, and biomass valorisation, promoting
sustainable industrial practices and advancing the concept of a circular bioeconomy.
Technical Session IV  (Translational  Biotechnology for  Environmental
Sustainability) highlighted sustainable approaches including biorefineries,
phytoremediation, and metagenomics, emphasizing biotechnology-driven solutions for
environmental conservation and resource management.

Technical Session V  (Startups, Policy, and Innovation Ecosystem in
Biotechnology) provided insights into biotechnology entrepreneurship, intellectual
property rights, and innovation ecosystems, encouraging translation of research into
market-ready technologies.

The panel discussion on bridging research and societal solutions addressed challenges
in technology transfer, policy frameworks, and industry—academia collaboration, offering
valuable perspectives for strengthening translational research.

The conference concluded with the valedictory session, where Dr. Sanghamitra Pati,
Additional Director General, ICMR, New Delhi, was the Chief Guest. In her address, she
emphasized the significance of translational biotechnology in tackling pressing issues in
public health, agriculture, and environmental sustainability. She appreciated the efforts of
the organizers and encouraged continued collaboration between academia, industry, and
policymakers to drive impactful scientific advancements.

The Poster and Oral Presentation Sessions (64 posters and 6 oral presentations) provided
an important platform for young researchers to present their work, receive expert feedback,
and engage in scientific discussions, thereby fostering research skills and innovation.

A vibrant cultural programme showcased the creativity and talent of UG and PG students
through performances such as Odissi and Sambalpuri dance, thematic ramp walk, and a
biotechnology-based rap presentation. The programme uniquely integrated science with art,
enhancing participant engagement and creating a lively and inclusive academic atmosphere.
The conference was successfully organized by the Organizing Committee, with Prof.

Chandi Charan Rath, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Rama Devi Women’s University, serving



as the Patron and Prof. Sasmita Mohanty, Director (R & D), as the Chairperson. The event
was convened by Prof. Raj Kumar Joshi, Head, Department of Biotechnology, with Prof.
Sujata Mohanty as the Co-Convener. Dr. Sanjay Kumar Raul served as the Organizing
Secretary and played a key role in coordinating the activities of the conference. The
organizing team was supported by dedicated members including Dr. Monalisa Mohanty,
Dr. Dillip Kumar Bishi, Dr. Tilothama Bhotra, Dr. Ashok Kumar Nayak, and Ms. Swatee
Saberi Upadhyay, whose collective efforts ensured the smooth planning and successful
execution of the event. The conference facilitated networking and collaboration among
academia, industry, and policymakers, promoting future partnerships and interdisciplinary

research opportunities.

12. Recommendations (if any):
The organizing committee was very pleased with the overall execution of the event in a smooth

and successful manner.

13. Selected Photographs : Enclosed

Glimpses of the Inaugural Session of NCTB-2026: Lighting of the ceremonial lamp, release
of the conference abstract book, and addresses by the Chief Guest and distinguished dignitaries.



Glimpses of Technical Session I on ‘Translational Agriculture for Food Security’ featuring
keynote and invited lectures by eminent speakers.
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Technical Session II showcasing discussions on translational biotechnology in healthcare,
diagnostics, and disease research.
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Technical Session III: Presentations on industrial biotechnology and circular bioeconomy
highlighting sustainable innovations and biomass valorisation.

bility

Technical Session IV: Discussions on environmental biotechnology, biorefinery approaches,
and phytoremediation for sustainable ecosystems



Cross-cutting Session V: Insights into biotechnology entrepreneurship, intellectual property,
and innovation-driven research

Poster Sessions showcasing innovative research by students and young researchers from
diverse institutions.



Valedictory Session of NCTB-2026 with concluding remarks, award distribution, and
participation of distinguished dignitaries.
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