




Dear Madam / Sir,

Call for Papers

Date: 23rd October 2025

Greetings from Odisha Environment Congress, 2025.

We are delighted to announce the Call for Papers for the 16th edition of the Odisha Environment Congress

(OEC) to be held during 20th to 22th December, 2025 and to be hosted by Rama Devi Women’s University,

Vidya Vihar, Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

As you are aware, the Odisha Environment Congress (OEC) has completed 15 years of its successful

journey. The themes of the previous successive editions were Environment and Water Resources (2010),

Environment and Forest (2011), Environment and Energy (2012), Environment and Agriculture

(2013), Environment and Climate Change (2014), Environment: Health and Nutrition (2015), Environment:

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (2016), Environment and Sustainable River Basin Management (2017),

Environment and Gandhi (2018), Environment and Mining (2019), Environment and Biodiversity (2020)

Environment and Pandemic (2021), Environment and Tribes (2022), Environment and Urbanization (2023),

and Environment and Coast (2024). For the forthcoming 16th OEC, the theme has been decided by the

organising committee as Environment and Women.

The theme "Environment and Women" for this year's Odisha Environment Congress highlights the pivotal

role women play in safeguarding our planet amidst escalating climate challenges. Globally, women are

disproportionately affected by environmental degradation, bearing the weight of resource scarcity, extreme

weather, and ecosystem loss. In rural and indigenous communities, women often manage water, food, and

fuel collection, making them acutely vulnerable to droughts, floods, and deforestation. For instance, in sub -

Saharan Africa, women walk hours daily to fetch water as groundwater depletes, while in Southeast Asia,

rising sea levels threaten coastal livelihoods, forcing women into precarious economic roles.

These challenges amplify gender inequalities, with women facing health risks, reduced income, and

exclusion from decision-making. Yet, women are not mere victims—they are powerful agents of change.

Across contexts, women lead grassroots movements, blending indigenous knowledge with innovative

solutions. In India, women like those in the Chipko movement hugged trees to halt deforestation, inspiring

global eco-activism. In Kenya, the Green Belt Movement, founded by Wangari Maathai, empowered women

to plant millions of trees, combating desertification and fostering economic resilience. From community-led

conservation in Latin America to climate-adaptive farming in South Asia, women drive sustainable practices,

like using drought-resistant crops or restoring wetlands, to bolster food security and biodiversity. As an equal

partner in decision making, the theme calls for amplifying women’s voices in environmental policy, ensuring

their expertise, shapes climate strategies. By investing in women-led initiatives—through training, funding,

and inclusive governance—we can build equitable, resilient ecosystems. Women’s leadership is not just vital

for survival; it’s the cornerstone of a sustainable future, weaving equity and ecology into a shared global

legacy.



Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 5 focuses on gender equality, while women are also crucial for achieving

the other 16 SDGs, including environmental ones, by acting as environmental stewards, leading climate action,

and contributing to areas like agriculture, food security, and renewable energy. Empowering women with equal

access to resources, education, and decision-making is therefore essential for environmental sustainability,

alongside addressing issues like climate change, pollution, and biodiversity loss.

The OEC is going to discuss, deliberate and come up with workable solutions to meet up the above challenges

during its 16th Annual Session on the theme, “Environment and Women”. The organizing committee of OEC

invites research-based papers/articles from researchers, academicians, scientists, activists, practitioners, etc. on

the following sub-themes, which will be published in the form of a Conference Proceedings and will be released

during the inauguration of the annual event on 20nd December, 2025.

Sub-Themes:

 Women as Environmental Stewards

 Biodiversity, Natural Resources Management and Women

 Climate Change and Gender Issues

 Women's Right and Environmental Justice

 Green Jobs and Women's Participation

 Indigenous Women in Environmental Conservation

 Environmental Policy and Women’s Participation

NB: The authors are free to contribute articles/papers on topics other than the given sub-themes and within

the ambit of main theme viz; ‘Environment and Women’. The Papers/Articles should not exceed 6 pages

(Around 3000 words) in A4 size papers typed in 12 fonts of Times New Roman.

Important Dates:

Call for Paper – 23rd September 2025

Submission of Papers – 20th November 2025

Acceptance of Paper- 25th November 2025

Annual Conference and Presentations - 20th, 21st and 22nd December, 2025

The articles / papers should be sent to the following
Emails: odishaenvironmentcongress@gmail.com / skpalita@gmail.com / sasmita.mohanty@rdwu.ac.in,

Contact No. Mob: 9438132897 / 7205293884

Best regards,

Prof. Sharat Kumar Palita Prof. Sasmita Mohanty, Sudarsan Das

Chief Editor, Convenor, 16th OEC Organising Secretary, OEC

16th OEC Proceedings


